TO BE READ IN ALL THE CHURCHES OF THE DIOCESE AT ALL
SERVICES ON THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT – 20TH DECEMBER
2009
Every baptised member of Christ’s church exercises a ministry by
virtue of baptism and all of us are called upon to witness to Jesus
in all that we do and say. That is our vocation – the call to each
one of us and the New Testament stresses that fact over and over
again. Crucial as that is, and we must never forget it, some men
and women are called to ordained ministry, to serve and enable
the ministry of the whole church by word and sacrament and
never has the need been greater. In June 2010, for the first time
since my consecration as bishop in 1993, there will be no
stipendiary candidates to ordain to the diaconate.

Moreover,

when one examines the evidence emerging from an analysis of
ordination and retirement figures in recent decades, together with
projected trends, the results indicate a shortfall in the province as
a whole of approximately 18 priests a year and the fall off in
ordinations, particularly of younger people, has accelerated in
recent years at the very time when the retirement rate is due to
increase.
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Now the bishops of the Church in Wales are discussing an overall
strategy for mission and ministry and indeed the need for new
patterns of ministry, but of course ordained ministers usually only
come from one place – parishes. Some people may already be
exploring their own calling with friends or with the diocese.
Others may not have thought about it and sometimes it takes
someone else to say to them “This is something you ought to
consider because we believe that God has given you the
necessary gifts for the task” - all this is how the Church sets about
choosing its bishops. So, on this day, when we traditionally think
about ordained ministry, I ask you to do four things:
1.

Pray for your existing clergy and for an increase in the
ordained ministry;

2.

Ask yourselves when your parish last produced any
candidates for ordination and if it has not, why that is;

3.

Look around and ponder who might be people you and
others think might be candidates who ought to think about
offering themselves for ordination;

4.

Contribute to today’s collection which traditionally has
been given to the diocese to help those in training.

Yours in God’s love

